
  

 

 

  

 

 

Your Literature Search Plan 
 

1. What is your research topic? 

 

 

 

 

2. What question are you trying to answer? Try to write it as fully as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Identify the key concepts that you will be searching for to answer this question. How 

many synonyms or alternative spellings can you find for each spelling? 

Concepts      

Synonyms      

     

     

     

     

     

 

Remember: iDiscover supports wildcard searching:  

 Use ? where there are variant spellings – e.g. searching organi?ation will bring up 

results for both organisation and organization.  

 Use * for a string of missing characters – e.g. searching medic* will bring up results 

for medic, medical, medicine etc. 



Useful Links 
 

University of Cambridge Libraries Directory: 
http://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/libraries_directory/libraries_directory.cgi - a directory of all the 
libraries in Cambridge, with maps, opening hours, and contact details. 

iDiscover: http://www.idiscover.cam.ac.uk – the catalogue for Cambridge University 
libraries. You can also find ebooks, online articles etc. 

E-resources@Cambridge: http://libguides.cam.ac.uk/eresources - a Libguide covering the  
eresources subscribed to by the University (includes articles, ejournals, ebooks, databases 
and the Apollo institutional repository). 

Libguides: A list of guides created by libraries for students. Many of these are subject-
specific, but there are also guides on other things including Zotero and Mendeley reference 
managers. 

Janus: http://janus.lib.cam.ac.uk/ - access to catalogues of archives and manuscript 
collections held throughout Cambridge, both University and non-University. 

Google Advanced Search: https://www.google.com/advanced_search - Focus and narrow 
your search using fields such as date, language, and site-type. 

Comparison of reference management tools: http://library.wisc.edu/citation-
managers/comparison.html 

Research Central: http://researchcentral.wordpress.com/ - presentations, exercises and 
other resources for researchers, created by Emma Coonan. 

 

 

 

What information do I need to construct references? 
 
For books… author/editor, full title, page numbers, publisher, date and location of 
publication, edition.  
 
For essays/chapters in an edited work… author and title of the essay/chapter, editor of 
whole book, full title of the book, page numbers, publisher, date and location of publication, 
edition. 
 
For articles… author, article title, page numbers, journal title, date, volume/issue/number of 
the journal. 
 
For websites… author, date of publication, website title, full web address, date accessed. 
 
And if in doubt… ask a librarian! 
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